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Introduction 


If you want to know what the Bible teaches, there is no substitute 
for personal Bible Study. First, read your Bible. Second, choose a 
Bible course that can help you to learn what it teaches in a systematic 
way. Even then, be sure that the lessons you study are based solely on 
the teaching of the Bible, that they are clear and understandable. 

A few years ago while visiting in the Philippines I came across a 
Bible Course that had been taken from the Internet. The brethren there 
were using the course, and on going through the lessons | found them to 
be scriptural and easy to read. The course covered the essential things 
that one would need to know to become a Christian, a member of the 
Lord’s church. It was brief — not stretched out over dozens of lessons. 
I therefore decided that we should add it to the other Bible courses we 
make available for use throughout the world. 

Rather than to print it in separate sheets, we have put the 8-lesson 
course together and printed it in book form. The two pages of test 
questions for each of the lessons have been arranged so that you can 
study the lessons, answer the questions, and then tear out the test 
pages and send them for grading. This will leave the book itself intact 
for further study. 

It is suggested that you study two lessons, answer the questions 
covering those 2 lessons, and send them for grading. After those 
pages have been returned to you, proceed with another two lessons, 
and continue until the entire course has been completed. Following 
this procedure, surely you will be greatly benefited by the study. 

If you have questions or would like to take another course, please 
let us know. May God bless you as you proceed with your study and, 
at the same time, we would encourage you to invite your friends to 
take this course as well. 

J. C. Choate 
Church of Christ 
New Delhi, India 
June 20, 2005 
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Lesson One 


THE BIBLE 


hat is this book called 

the Bible? It is a col- 
lection of books written by 40 
different men over a period of 
1600 years (from about 1500 
B.C. to 100 A.D.). These men 
did not write down their own 
wisdom or knowledge for oth- 
ers to learn. They were in- 
spired by God to write the 
words they wrote. 

“For prophecy never came 
by the will of man, but holy 
men of God spoke as they were 
moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 
Peter 1:21). 


Another verse tells us that: 


“All Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is prof- 
itable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness, that the man 


of God may be complete, thor- 
oughly equipped for every good 
work” (2 Timothy 3:16,17). 
Although these words 
were written down by men, the 
author of the message is God. 
The Bible reveals the truths 
that mankind needs to know. 
Because of the importance of 
the Bible’s contents, God gave 
us warnings to make sure that 
we do not change the meaning 
of His revelation to suit our- 
selves. Part of God's law which 
Moses delivered to Israel stated: 


“You shall not add to the 
word which I command you, 
nor take anything from it, that 
you may keep the command- 
ments of the Lord your God 
which I command you” (Deut- 
eronomy 4:2). 


It is important to know 
exactly what the Bible teaches: 
otherwise, we will not be able 
to know the will of God or be 
able to please Him. God will 
reward only those who have 
loved Him and done His will. 

“Not everyone who says to 
Me, ‘Lord, Lord’, shall enter 
the kingdom of heaven, but he 
who does the will of My Father 
in heaven” (Matthew 7:21). 


Which God? 


In today’s world there are 
many gods; the ques- 
tion comes to 


ing about?” 
The apostle Wy 
Paul faced 
this question 
2000 years ago when he 
came to the city of Athens. 
The city was “given over to 
idols” (Acts 17:16). Paul was 
preaching about Jesus (who is 
the subject of lesson two in this 
series). But since this teaching 
was strange to their ears, the 
people asked Paul to explain 
further. 














“Men of Athens, I perceive 
that in all things you are very 
religious; for as | was passing 
through and considering the 
objects of your worship, I even 
found an altar with this in- 
scription: TO THE UN- 
KNOWN GOD. Therefore, the 
One who you worship without 
knowing, Him 1 proclaim to 
you; God, who made the world 
and everything in it, since He 
is Lord of heaven and earth, 
does not dwell in temples made 
with hands. Nor is He wor- 
shiped with men’s hands, as 
though He needed any- 
thing, since He gives 
to all life, breath, 
and all things” 
(Acts 17:22- 
25). 


The 
God of the Bible 
is not a local deity dreamed up 
by humans, or one “god” 
among many; He is the God of 
the universe, the One who 
made all that you see on the 
earth and in the heavens. In 
fact, the very first verse of the 
very first book of the Bible — 
Genesis — declares this truth. 
“In the beginning God creat- 
ed the heavens and the earth” 
(Genesis 1:1). 


That same first chapter of 
Genesis reveals to us that 
God is plural. Not only do we 
read about the Spirit of God 
(Genesis 1:2), but we also 
read, “Let us make man in 
Our image” (Genesis 1:26). In 
fact, there are three who 
share the essence of Deity; 
the Father, the Word (Jesus 
in the New Testament), and 
the Holy Spirit. These three 
are one. “Hear, O Israel: The 
Lord our God, the Lord is 
One!” (Deuteronomy 6:4). 

The Bible also tells us that 
God is not like man. We are 
flesh and blood outwardly (our 
spirit residing within), but “God 
is Spirit” (John 4:24). 

Since we, the creation, 
are on a different level from 
God, our Creator, we may 
never fully understand His 
nature while we live in these 
physical bodies, but we can 
know His character and His 
will —- because these things 
He has revealed to us in the 
Bible. 


What is the Bible? 

The Bible is divided into 
parts. The OLD TESTAMENT 
and the NEW TESTAMENT 


are the two main divisions. 
There are 39 Old Testament 
books and 27 New Testament 
books, making a total of 66 in 
all. 


The Old Testament books 
were written from about 1500 
B.C. to 400 B.C. and are fur- 
ther divided into four main 
groups. The first group con- 
sists of five books written by 
Moses, called fhe Law. 
Genesis, the first of these, 
describes the creation of this 
world and provides a summa- 
ry of important events during 
the first 2000 years of man’s 
existence, including a world- 
wide flood, which destroyed all 
but eight people. 


After the flood, man again 
rebelled against God; so He 
chose one man, Abraham, for 
a special purpose. His de- 
scendants (who came to be 
known as the nation of Israel) 
became God's special people. 
God gave His holy law to them 
through Moses, and they had 
the privilege of being the 
nation through whom Jesus 
would be born into this world. 


Jesus is the One who 
came to pay the price for our 


sins, so that we might have 
the opportunity to be forgiven 
of them. 

As the book of Genesis 
closes, God's people are living 
in the land of Egypt. in Ex- 
odus we find that the Israel- 
ites have been made slaves; 
God sends Moses to free 
them. He then gives them His 
law and the way He wants 
them to worship (Leviticus, 
Numbers, and Deuteronomy). 

The following twelve Old 
Testament books (Joshua 
through Esther) record the 
history of the nation of Israel 
during the next one thousand 
years. Job, Psalms, Prov- 
erbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song 
of Solomon are described as 
“wisdom” literature. They are 
poetic in nature, consisting of 
songs, drama, and proverbs. 
The final seventeen books 
are written by the prophets 
who lived and taught during 
that thousand-year period of 
history. 

The New Testament fo- 
cuses our attention on Jesus, 
who came to redeem us from 
our sins. His earthly life is the 
subject of the books, Mat- 


thew, Mark, Luke, and John. 
These books contain the 
account of His virgin birth, His 
teachings, His death on the 
cross for our sins, His burial in 
a tomb, and His resurrection 
from the dead. 

The book of Acts begins 
with the good news being 
preached to mankind — that 


- Jesus has saved us from our 


sins. Forgiveness is available! 
Furthermore, God puts all of 
those who are saved into the 
church, a body of believers, 
over which Jesus is the Head. 

Romans through Jude 
explain the Christian system, 
including how we are to wor- 
ship and serve God until the 
Second Coming of Christ, 
when this world ends and all 
are judged according to their 
works. 

The book of Revelation is 
prophetic; it assures us all that 
God cares for and rewards His 
faithful children, despite the 
trials that we face in this life. 

All New Testament books 
were written between A.D. 40 
and A.D. 100. 


fee ee@eeeaeeeae Oe eee eese sven neaeese es @Onwoewnwnmenmeewoeaens ese wauzw ee ee eugs ees weeewaenwewrae se 28e8 eae ean 22 @ @ & & 2 oo = 


10. 


11. 


12. 


Lesson 1 Questions 


Fill in the blanks with the proper answers. 


The Bible is a collection of books written down by 
about men from B.C. to A.D. 


Holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the 


All Scripture is given by of God. 


Only by knowing what the Bible teaches can we 
God. 
There is only one God who made the and every 
thing in it. 


In the beginning God created the and the 


The three who share the essence of Deity are the 
and the 


The Old Testament contains books, the New 
Testament has 


The first five books are called the , and they 
were written by 


God chose a man named for a special pur- 
pose. His descendants would be called the nation of 

. Through that nation would 
be born into the world. 


The twelve Old Testament books (Joshua through 
Esther) record the history of the nation of for 
one thousand years. 


The New Testament focuses our attention on ; 
who came to us from our 


5 


Mark the following statements true or false. 


1. The writers of the Bible wrote down their own ideas 
rather than God's. 

2. God does not care if man changes His word to suit 
himself. 

3. Only the one who does the will of the Father pleases 
Him. 

4. It does not matter which god we worship or serve. 

5. The God of the universe does not need anything. 

6. God is Spirit, not flesh and blood. 

7. The Old Testament contains sections of history, poet- 
ry, and prophecy. 

8. The New Testament is about Jesus; all books were 
written between A.D. 40 and 100. 

9. Romans through Jude explain the Christian system. 

10. The New Testament book of history is called 
Revelation. 

11. Goad will reward only those who have loved Him and 
have done His will. 

12. It is important to know exactly what the Bible teach- 


es to be able to serve God acceptably and please 
Him. 
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THE BIBLE. 


= The Bible contains the mind of God, the State of f man, 
~ the way of salvation, the doom of sinners, and the bap- 
- Pines « of believers. . ett | | oe 
eS Its doctrine i is holy, its precepts « are binding, its isto 
“Ties: are true, and: its decisions are immutable. ed 
 & Read it to be wise, believe. it to be safe, and cies 
ot: to be holy. Rees rae | ae 
= s ft contains light: to direct t you, food i io suppor you, s 
“and comfort to cheer you: : prs | 


e. itis ‘the traveler's map, the pilgrim's staf, the pilot's . 
compass, the soldier’ 's Sword, and the Christian’ s charter. _ 


= ‘Here: heaven is: ‘opened, ‘and the’ gates’ of Hell dis- 
losed.- Christ Jesus is ‘its grand. ee our good tts” 
__ design, -and. the glory: of. God its end. | - 


oe tt should fil the memory, re the heart, and d guide t the 2 
- feet. 
ee Read it slowly, frequently, and prayerfily, et 
os Iti is a mine of wealth, health to the soul, and « a river _ 
OF pleasure. a? pate eo ee eee ts 
“-® Itis given to you here: in this life, will be ® opened Jat 
the. judgment, and is established forever. ee 


gg ft involves’ ‘the highest. responsibility; promises 
reward for faithful labor, and condemns 2 who trifle : 
: with it its s sacred contents. | | 








EREKERS 


Bible Study Course 





Lesson Two 


JESUS — 
THE DIVINE SON OF GOD 


“And truly Jesus did many 
other signs in the presence of 
His disciples, which are not 
written in this book; but these 
are written that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and that 
believing you may have life in 
His name” (John 20:30,31). 

In Genesis, the very first 
book of the Bible, we are told 
that God created the first man 
(Adam) and the first woman 
(Eve) in His own image and put 
them into a perfect world, the 
garden of Eden. God gave 
them a commandment to keep, 
but they broke it. Breaking 
God's law is called sin. We are 
like Adam and Eve in that we 
also have sinned. “The wages 


of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). 
This death is not just the phys- 
ical death we die (the separa- 
tion of the spirit from the body); 
this death involves eternal 
separation from God. In 2 
Thessalonians 1:7-9 we learn 
that the Lord Jesus shall be: 


“revealed from heaven with 
His mighty angels, in flaming 
fire taking vengeance on those 
who do not know God, and on 
those who do not obey the 
gospel of our lord Jesus Christ. 
These shall be punished with 
everlasting destruction from 
the presence of the Lord and 
Jrom the glory of His power.” 
To avoid eternal punish- 
ment we must come to know 
God and learn how to obey 


the gospel. The Bible reveals 
God to us and tells us how to 
be saved. God's plan for re- 
deeming man from his sins is 
seen first in the garden of 
Eden. At the very moment 
God was pronouncing the 
penalty for man’s sin, He also 
promised to redeem him 
(Genesis 3:15). 

Later, when God chose 
Abraham and his descendants 
for His own special people, He 
promised “in your seed shall 
all the nations of the world be 
blessed” (Genesis 26:4 and 
28:14). This seed who would 
bless all nations is Jesus (Ga- 
latians 3:16). Jesus is the one 
who (according to the Old 
Testament) would come into 
the world through the 
descendants of Abra- 
ham (the nation of 
Israel); Jesus is also 


the subject of the y 
New Testament. 

Jesus is f 

Unique 

Jesus was born 
about 2000 years 
ago. He is the on- 


ly person who ev- 
er lived who was 






SAU 


ial 


both thoroughly human and 
divine at the same time. This 
may seem hard to understand, 
but the Scriptures explain it. 

“In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God” 
(John 1:1). 

“And the Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us, and we 
beheld His glory, the glory as 
of the only begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and truth” 
(ohn 1:14). 


Physically, Jesus was 
descended from Abraham. But 
He is also part of the Godhead. 
God (the Word) became a 
human being, one of us. 

“For in Him dwells all the 

fullness of the Godhead bodi- 

ly” (Colossians 2:9). 


Jesus had one 


human and one di- 

vine parent. An 

ange! spoke to the 

young woman who 

would become His 
mother, and said: 
“And behold, 
you will conceive 
in your womb and 


bring forth a 
Son, and shall 


call His name Jesus” (Luke 
1:31). 

“Then Mary said to the 
angel, How can this be, since I 
do not know a man? And the 
angel answered and said to 
her, The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the 
Highest will overshadow you, 
therefore, also, that Holy One 
who is to be born will be called 
the Son of God” (Luke 1:34, 
35). 


Jesus, however, was not 
half human and half divine. 
Sometimes He called Himself 
‘the Son of Man”, referring to 
His humanity, and sometimes 
He called Himself “the Son of 
Goa", referring to His Deity. 
The phrase “son of’ in the 
Bible means to fully possess 
the characteristics of one’s 
parent. Thus, He was at one 
and the same time fully 
human and fully divine. What 
humility He showed to live on 
earth as a human being! 

“Let this mind be in you 
which was also in Christ Jesus, 
who, being in the form of God, 
did not consider it robbery to 
be equal with God, but made 
Himself of no reputation, tak- 
ing the form of a servant, and 


coming in the likeness of men. 
And being found in appear- 
ance as a man, He humbled 
Himself and became obedient 
to the point of death, even the 
death of the cross” (Philip- 
pians 2:5-8). 


Jesus ts Eternal 


On one occasion Jesus 
told the Jews, “Before Abra- 
ham was, | AM” (John 8:58). 
Although Abraham had lived 
on earth 2000 years before 
Jesus’ birth as a human, 
Jesus’ actual existence went 
far beyond that. His choice of 
the words, “/ AM”, shows that 
He is eternal. Jesus was sent 
to earth by the Father (John 
5:23). He came from heaven 
(John 6:38), and He returned 
there (John 13:3). Jesus 
made it clear that He was 
equal with God (John 5:17, 
18); therefore, the Jews 
desired to kill Him. 


Jesus the Savior 


The name Jesus means 
“Savior”. His mother Mary 
was instructed to give Him the 
name “Jesus” (Luke 1:31). 
Why? According to Matthew 
1:21: 


“for He shall save His peo- 
ple from their sins.” 


For this one purpose He 
left heaven and came to earth. 
But since He appeared to be, 
visually, just like any other 
man, Jesus had to demon- 
strate that He was the Son of 
God who could save people 
from their sins. He proved His 
identity by the miracles, signs, 
and wonders that He did 
(reread the passage at the 
beginning of this lesson). 
Jesus healed a man who 
had been unable to walk for 
38 years (John 5:5-9). He fed 
5,000 people with five barley 
loaves and two small fish 
(John 6:9-14). He was able to 
cause a man to see who had 
been born blind (John 9:1-7). 
He raised Lazarus from the 
dead (John 11:38-44)! And 
these are just a few miracles 
that He worked. The results of 
these wonders are recorded in 
several passages of Scripture. 
“Many believed in His name 
when they saw the signs which 
He did (John 2:23). 

“Then a great multitude fol- 
lowed Him, because they saw 
His signs which He performed 


i 


on those who were diseased” 
(John 6:2). 

“Rabbi, we know that You 
are a teacher come from God; 
for no one can do these signs 
that You do unless God is with 
him” (John 3:2). 

When Jesus raised Laza- 
rus from the dead, many of the 
Jews believed in Him, but the 
chief priests were jealous and 
determined to put Jesus to 
death (John 12:9-11), which 
they eventually did. From the 
beginning of the world it was 
God’s plan to allow Jesus to 
die on a cross as the sacrifice 
for the sins of the whole world. 
He was qualified to take our 
place because He was sin- 
less. But God raised Him 
from the dead. These facts 
were preached in the first 
gospel sermon which the 
apostle Peter proclaimed on 
the day of Pentecost. 

“Men of Israel, hear these 
words: Jesus of Nazareth, a 
Man attested by God to you by 
miracles, wonders, and signs 
which God did through Him in 
your midst, as you yourselves 
also know — Him, being deliv- 
ered by the determined counsel 
and foreknowledge of God, 


you have taken by lawless 
hands, have crucified, and put 
to death” (Acts 2:22,23). 

“This Jesus God has raised 
up, of which we are all wit- 
nesses” (Acts 2:32). 

“Therefore let all the house 
of Israel know assuredly that 
God has made this Jesus, 
whom you have crucified, both 
Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:36). 


Jesus allowed sinful hu- 
man beings to crucify Him, for 
through this means His inno- 
cent blood was shed for our 
sins. How we may have for- 
giveness of our sins will be the 
subject of the next two les- 
sons. 
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10. 


11. 


Lesson 2 Questions 
Fill in the blanks with the proper answers. 


The first man was , the first woman was 
God placed them in the garden of 


Breaking God's law is , but there is a solution to 
this problem. 
We must come to God and learn how to 
the gospel. 
The phrase, “Son of God”, refers to Jesus’ ; the 


phrase, “Son of man”, refers to His 
The name “Jesus” means “ 


Jesus proved that He is the Son of God by the 
and that He did. 


Jesus raised a man named from the dead. 


The chief priests wanted to put Jesus to death because 


they were of the people following Him. 

God raised up Jesus from the . He is now both 
and 

The innocent of Jesus was shed for our 


To avoid eternal punishment we must come to 
God and learn how to the gospel. 
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12. Gad's plan for man from his sins is seen 
first in the garden of 


Mark the following statements true or false. 


1. The penalty for sin is death, eternal separation from 
God. 


___ Jesus is the subject of the New Testament. 
___ Jesus is not eternal. 

___ Jesus was half God and half man. 

___ Jesus was born of a virgin named Mary. 


Jesus was equal to the Father. 


NOW PON 


Jesus once fed 5,000 people with five loaves and two 
fish. 


= 


Jesus never sinned. 


ite) 


: When Jesus was crucified, it was part of God’s plan 
to redeem mankind from his sins. 


10. Man could still have salvation even if Jesus had not 
died on the cross. 


11. The miracles performed by Christ proved that He 
was the divine Son of God. 


12. On one occasion Jesus told the Jews, “Before 
Abraham was, | AM”. 
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Lesson Three 


THE PROBLEM OF SIN 


ave you ever chosen to 
do something you knew 
was wrong to do? The Bible 
calls those wrong actions Sin. 
In a general sense, sin means 
that when God gives us a law 
(or commandment), and we 
refuse to do it, this makes us 
without law, or lawless. 
“Whoever commits sin also 
commits lawlessness, and sin 
is lawlessness” (1 John 3:4). 


In other words, the Bible 
teaches that certain things are 
wrong, such as_ stealing. 
Thieves are counted among 
the unrighteous (1 Corinthians 
6:9,10), who shall not inherit 
the kingdom of heaven. Paul 
says plainly: “Let him who 
Stole steal no longer...” (Ephe- 
sians 4:28). Stealing is wrong; 


if we steal, we have broken 
God's law — we have sinned. 

Rejecting truth is also sin, 
since the Bible is Truth. One 
book of the New Testament 
which discussed the subject of 
sin is Romans. It is not as 
though man has never known 
truth; he has turned away from 
it and rejected it (Romans 
1:18-20). The next few verses 
show how mankind has treated 
God and His Word. 

“Because, although they 
knew God, they did not glorify 
Him as God, nor were thank- 
ful, but became futile in their 
thoughts, and their foolish 
hearts were darkened.  Pro- 
fessing themselves to be wise, 
they became fools, and chan- 
ged the glory of the incorrupt- 
ible God into an image made 


like corruptible man and birds 
and four-footed beasts and 
creeping things. Therefore God 
also gave them up to unclean- 
ness, in the lusts of their hearts, 
to dishonor their bodies among 
themselves, who exchanged the 
truth of God for the lie, and 
worshiped and served the crea- 
ture rather than the Creator. 
who is blessed forever. Amen” 
(Romans 1:21-25). 


God wants all men to 
know the Truth. That is the 
reason He gave us the Bible. 
But if we reject it, He will let us 
become fools. He will allow us 
to be blinded by error (things 
that are not true) and even to 
be lost eternally (2 Corinthians 
4:3,4). He will allow us to be 
deceived by false teachings. 
Many have already perished 
“because they did not receive 
fhe love of the truth” (2 Thes- 
salonians 2:10). 


Do you love the Truth, 
above all else? 


All Have Sinned 


When God chose Abra- 
ham and his descendants to 
be His own special people, 
there came to be two classes 


of people in the world: Abra- 
ham’s children (who were 
later called Jews) and Gen- 
tiles (people from every other 
nation in the entire world). \n 
the book of Romans, the apos- 
tle Paul shows that both Jews 
and Gentiles were guilty of sin. 
The Gentiles rejected Truth 
and became worshippers of 
idols; the Jews were given 
God's holy law, but they did not 
keep it. Everyone (Jew and 
Gentile) has committed sin. 
“As it is written: There is 
none righteous, no not one” 
(Romans 3:10). “For all have 
sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God” (Romans 3:23). 
Have you committed sin? 
Of course you have. The 
above Scriptures make it plain 
that each of us chooses to sin. 
But you may wonder, “What 
kinds of sins are there?” 
Actually, there are many kinds of 
sins. A list of a few of them may 
be found in Romans 1:29-32; 1 
Corinthians 5:11 and 6:9,10; 
Galatians 5:19-21; Ephesians 
4:26-32; 2 Timothy 3:1-5; and 
Revelation 21:8. Below are 
some categories of sins. 
There are sins of the 
flesh. These refer to unlawful 


ways of satisfying fleshly de- 
sires. Included are sexual im- 
morality (having a sexual rela- 
tionship with someone not your 
wife or husband), adultery, ho- 
mosexuality, unscriptural di- 
vorce and remarriage, drunken- 
ness, revelings, etc. God wants 
His people to be holy and pure. 
“But as He who called you is 
holy, you also be holy in all 
your conduct, because it is 
written, Be holy, for I am holy” 
(Peter 1:15.16). 

“Beloved, I beg R 

you as sojourners ¥ 
and pilgrims, abstain 
from fleshly lusts 
which war against >} VRS 
the soul” (1 Peter Vom 
Z¢41). 

There are sins 
of attitude, such as _ fj 
pride, envy, jeal- | 
ousy,  covetous- | 
ness, anger, hatred, 
malice, being unthankful or 
unforgiving, etc. Some of 
these are expressed by the 
tongue, which we are warned 
to control. 

“Therefore, having these pro- 
mises, beloved, let us cleanse 
ourselves from all filthiness of 
the flesh and spirit, perfecting 





holiness in the fear of God” (2 
Corinthians 7:1). 


Not only must we NOT do 
the things that are wrong; we 
must also do the things that 
are right and good. 

“Therefore, to him who knows 
to do good and does not do it, to 
him it is sin” (James 4:17). 


The Wages of Sin 


When we choose to sin, 
what happens? We lose our 
fellowship with 
God. Adam and 
Eve, in the very 
beginning of man’s 
existence, lost that 
special relationship 
with God when 
they sinned (Gene- 
sis 3). The Old 
Testament pro- 
phet, Isaiah, told 
Israel how serious 
their sins were. 

“Behold, the Lord’s hand is 
not shortened, that it cannot 
save, nor His ear heavy, that it 
cannot hear. But your iniqui- 
ties have separated you from 
your God, and your sins have 
hidden His face from you, so 
that He will not hear” (Isaiah 
59:1,2). 


Since God is holy, He can- 
not approve of or fellowship 
sin. In fact, He must punish 
sin. “The wages of sin is 
death” (Romans 6:23). 


What will happen to us if 
we are guilty of sin when we 
die? We will be lost. There is 
a day coming when the Lord 
Jesus shall be 

“,..revealed from heaven with 
His mighty angels, in flaming 
fire taking vengeance on those 
who do not know God, and on 
those who do not obey the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
These shall be punished with 
everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord and from 
the glory of His power..” (2 
Thessalonians 1:7-9). 

Every one of us has 
sinned. All of us have lost our 
fellowship with God. We all 
deserve death, spiritual death 
— eternal separation from God 
and all His good blessings. We 
have earned this punishment 
because of our sins. We cer- 
tainly do not want to suffer for- 
ever, but we deserve it. 

But God, the very Holy 
One we have offended, does 
not want us to be cast out of 
His presence forever. Since 


He is holy and just, however, 
He must punish sin. He decid- 
ed that there was a way to 
save us from our sins. He let 
Jesus take our place and bear 
our punishment. 

“But He was wounded for 
our transgressions, He was 
bruised for our iniquities; the 
chastisement for our peace 
was upon Him, and by His 
stripes we are healed.... He 
poured out His soul unto 
death, and He was numbered 
with the transgressors, and He 
bore the sins of many...” 
(isaiah 53:5,12). 

“Transgressions” and “iniq- 

uities” are synonyms with “sins”. 


Yes, “the wages of sin is 
death, but the gift of God ts 
eternal life in Chnst Jesus our 
Lord” (Romans 6:23). Since 
Jesus is part of the Godhead, 
we can understand what Paul 
meant in Romans 3:26 when he 
said that God is both just and 
the justifier of the one who has 
faith in Jesus. Read 2 
Thessalonians 1:7-9 again. Do 
you know God? Have you 
obeyed the gospel? If not, you 
are still lost in your sins. The 
next lesson will tell you how you 
can be saved through Jesus. 
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10. 


11. 


Lesson 3 Questions 


Fill in the blanks with the proper answer. 


Refusing to do a commandment of Gad is 
Men exchanged the truth of God for the 


In order to be saved one must receive the love of the 
The two classes of people in the world are and 
Adultery, homosexuality, and drunkenness are sins of the 


Pride, jealousy, and hatred are sins of 


To him who knows to do and does not do it, to 
him it is sin. 
The wages of sin is , the gift of God is 


When Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty 
angels, He will take vengeance on those who do not 
God and on those who do not obey the 


God let bear the punishment for our sins. 
God is to require a penalty for sin, but He 
is also our in providing a way for us to be 


saved from our sins. 
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12. Since Jesus is part of the , we can under 
stand what Paul meant in Romans 3:26 when he said that 
God is both and the justifier of the one who 
has in Jesus. 


Mark the following statements true or false. 


1. Stealing is a sin. 

2. The rejection of Truth is sin. 

3. God allows people to be blinded by error and lost 
eternally. 

4, Many, but not all, men are guilty of sin. 

5. Committing sin does not affect our fellowship with 
God. 

6. Since God is holy, He can not approve of or fellow- 
ship sin. 

7. Everyone deserves to suffer forever. 

8. God wants everyone to suffer forever. 

9. God does not have to punish sin. 

10. The Gentiles rejected Truth and became ido! wor- 
shippers. 
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Lesson Four 


SALVATION FROM SIN 


e have all sinned (Ro- 
mans 3:23), and we are 
all worthy of death (Romans 
6:23). “But the gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” God certainly is full of 
grace to offer salvation to ev- 
ery person in every nation. 
“For the grace of God that 
brings salvation has appeared 
to all men” (Titus 2:11). God 
shows the depth of His love by 
even giving us the opportunity 
to be saved, since we have 
been rebellious and sinful. 
“But God demonstrates His 
love for us, in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died 
for us” (Romans 5:8). 
How does God save us 
from our sins? He saved us 
by letting Jesus pay our penal- 
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ty for sin. Since we all are 
guilty of sin, we could not take 
each other’s places. Only 
someone without sin could suf- 
fer our punishment. Jesus 
“committed no sin nor was 
guile found in His mouth” (1 
Peter 2:22). Therefore, He 
was qualified to take our place. 


The price God required to 
save us was the blood of an 
innocent sacrifice. “Without 
shedding of blood there is no 
remission” (Hebrews 9:22). 
(Remission means ‘the for- 
giveness” of sins.) Though He 
was not guilty of committing 
any sins, Jesus was nailed to 
a wooden cross by wicked 
and sinful men. He suffered 
great pain for hours. After He 
died, a soldier pierced His 


side with a spear; blood and 
water came out (John 19:34). 
This blood was offered for our 
sins (Hebrews 9:12). With this 
blood Jesus washes our sins 
away (Revelation 1:5). 

Nothing can make us pg 
clean or remove our “@ 
sins except the blood of 

Jesus. S.. 
lf our sins are not | 


cleansed by the blood of 


as 


goodness, forever (2 Sf 


Jesus, we will be pun- 
ished by being separat- 
ed from God and all His 
Thessalonians 1:9). j 

Jesus was separat- = 
ed from the Father on \» 
the cross as He tasted 
spiritual death for every 


man (Hebrews 2:9). The “ Pate 7m 
pain of that separation “=""" 
was so awful that it caused 


Him to cry out, “My God, My 
God, why have You forsaken 
Me?” (Matthew 27:46). 

How much more love 
could Jesus show than to be 
punished for our sins and then 
take His blood and wash them 
all away? But the question 
remains, “How do you get your 
sins removed and receive eter- 
nal life?” 












Man’s Part in Salvation 


Although salvation comes 
by the grace of God and is 
available to all, there is a 
response man must make; 


my otherwise all men would 


be saved no matter 
> What they did, no mat- 
_— ter what their attitudes 
—) were. 
Jesus died for every- 
one’s sins — for all the 
sins of every individual in 
A the whole world (1 John 
" 1:2), but not all people will 
be saved because many 
will not accept the terms 
_ of God’s gift. In order to 
- receive salvation, we 
= must meet God's require- 
ments, which are dis- 
cussed below. 


First of all, we must 
believe and know that God 
exists. 

“But without faith it is 
impossible to please Him, for 
He who comes to God must 
believe that He is, and that He 
is arewarder of those who dili- 
gently seek Him” (Hebrews 

11:6). | 

We must also believe 
that Jesus is His Son, whom 


He sent to save us from our 
sins. 

“Therefore I said to you that 
you will die in your sins; for if 
you do not believe that I am 
He, you will die in your sins” 
(John 8:24). [Lesson #2 dealt 
with the identity of Jesus.] 

The second step is to 
repent of our sins. Jesus 
made it clear that unless we 
repent, we shall all likewise 
perish (Luke 13:3). What does 
the word “repent” mean? 
There are several parts to the 
definition of this word. To 
begin with, we must under- 
stand what sin is [see Lesson 
#3]. Next, we must recognize 
what sin does to us: if sepa- 
rates us from the fellowship of 
God and condemns us to eter- 
nal punishment. Sin also 
caused the innocent Jesus to 
be crucified; He had to shed 
His blood for our sins. 

Thinking about these 
truths should cause us to feel 
sorrow for what we have 
done. That feeling of sorrow 
is not repentance, but it can 
bring about repentance. 

“For godly sorrow produces 
repentance to salvation, not to 
be regretted; but the sorrow of 
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the world produces death” (2 
Corinthians 7:10). 

Genuine sorrow over 
our sins will cause us to 
change our way of thinking 
and our actions, also. John, 
who prepared the way for Je- 
sus, told the people to “bear 
fruits worthy of repentance” 
(Luke 3:8). In other words, 
there must be a change in the 
way we live. 

“Truly, these times of igno- 
rance God overlooked, but 
now commands all men every- 
where to repent, because He 
has appointed a day on which 
He will judge the world in 
righteousness by the Man 
whom He has ordained. He 
has given assurance of this to 
all by raising Him from the 
dead” (Acts 17:30,31). 

“For the grace of God that 
brings salvation has appeared 
to all men, teaching us that 
denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly, righteously, and godly 
in this present age” (Titus 
2:11,12). 


If we are ready to change 
the way we live (doing God’s 
will instead of our own), then 
we should be ready to con- 


fess before men that Jesus 
is the Son of God (Matthew 
10:32,33; Acts 8:37; 1 Timothy 
6:12). Faith and confession of 
Jesus are combined in the 
passage cited below. 

“That if you confess with 
your mouth the Lord Jesus and 
believe in your heart that God 
has raised Him from the dead, 
you will be saved, for with the 
heart man believes to right- 
eousness, and with the mouth 
confession is made to salva- 
tion” (Romans 10:9,10). 


The last step in having 
one’s sins removed is to be 
baptized for their forgive- 
ness. Faith 


other; both are necessary 
before sins can be washed 
away. 

The New Testament book 
of Acts contains several ac- 
counts of people being saved 
from their sins as the gospel 
spread into the entire world. 
The very first gospel sermon 
was preached on the day of 
Pentecost after Jesus had 
ascended into heaven (Acts 
1:9-11) and after the Holy 
Spirit came upon the apostles 
(Acts 2:1-4). 

Peter’s sermon convinced 
many that they had crucified 
Jesus (the Son of God), and 

then they cried 


and baptism For as many of you out, asking what 

are combined as were baptized into Christ they should do 

in Mark 16:16, have put on Christ. to be forgiven 

in which Je- roma (Acts 2:36,37). 

Sus said, “Then Peter 
“He that be- 


lieves and is 
baptized will 
be saved; but 
he who does 
not believe 
will be condemned.” 


Notice that salvation oc- 
curs after a person both be- 
lieves and is baptized. It is not 
a matter of doing one or the 





24 


said to them, Re- 
pent, and let ev- 
ery one of you be 
baptized in the 
name of Jesus 
Christ for the for- 
giveness of sins; and you shall 
receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit” (Acts 2:38). 

“Then those who gladly 
received his word were bap- 


tized; and that day about three 
thousand souls were added to 
them” (Acts 2:41). 

These people had be- 
come convinced through Pet- 
er’s preaching that Jesus was 
the Christ, the Son of God. 
Since they believed that fact, 
they wanted to know what 
else they should do. Peter 
told them to repent and be 
baptized for the forgiveness of 
their sins. 

The solution to the prob- 
lem of sin is the same today. 
Anyone who wants to be 
saved must repent and be 
baptized in order for his sins to 
be forgiven. 

It is not the water that 
cleanses us. Jesus washes 
away our sins in His own 
blood (Revelation 1:5). He 
washes them away when we 
are baptized (Acts 22:16). 

Why does He wait until 
then to do it? Lesson #5 will 
show the answer to that ques- 
tion more clearly. But part of 
the reason is that He has 
given us a commandment; will 
you willingly obey it? 

“There is also an anti-type 

which now saves us, namely 
baptism (not the removal of the 
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filth of the flesh, but the 
answer of a good conscience 
toward God), through the res- 
urrection of Jesus Christ” (1 
Peter 3:21). 


| Have you been baptized Scripturally? | 


pee notice ets we are not aacne: if you ae : . 


been sprinkled as a baby. Many people had been sprin-._ | 


~ kled with water when they were still babies, but sprin- | 
kling does not constitute Scriptural baptism. Sprinkling a 
-as a substitute for baptism started only in the third:cen-. 
-tury and is based only on human tradition (Matthew : 

:. 15:9). The first person who received sprinkling as a.sub- | 

e stitute for i immersion was s Novation 3 in the year 250 AD. 


os Wits we are a asking’ ig this: ‘Did; you receive the kind 
2 of : baptim’ that was commanded by Christ?: Did-you | 
“ Teceive the right kind of baptism that we can read dbout al 
oo in the New. Testament (Romans 6:3 4)? Eee ie a ae 


| - Secondly, have you. been baptized: for the {ght se 
eS. Mesty, in ‘some. denominations, have ‘béen : 


EM wands sign ofan hana dorecs: ‘Those witio'e espouse this : : 

doctrine claim: that they were baptized. because, they” 

were already-saved. Such teaching contradicts: the 
plain and , simple: statements of Jesus Christ’ and His” 

~ apostles (Mark 16:15; Acts 2:38; Galatians 3:27). :The tra-. 

- ditions of men make our: worship and even our. obedi- “ 

ence to God ¢ a useless thing that He will not ciecept. 


. ty you want to dé what i is s right and be baptized sctip- | 

— turally, we would be glad to assist you in whatever way § 

z =6wecan. You may write to our address or call us. See the 5 
copyright F page for this information. 





Lesson 4 Questions 
Fill in the blanks with the proper answer. 


1. Jesus committed no 


2. Jesus shed His for our sins; without it there is 
no 
3. When a soldier pierced His side, and 
came forth. 
4. Jesus tasted spiritual for every man. 


5.  Inorder to be saved we must believe that God is and that 


Jesus is His . Unless we believe, we shall 
In our 
6. Sin separates us from the of God and con- 
demns us to punishment. 
7. God commands all men everywhere to . If we 


do not, we shall all likewise 


8. Repentance means denying and worldly 
(Titus 2:11,12). 





9. Peter told people on the day of to 
and be for the of their 
10. The of Christ washes away our sins 


we are baptized. 
2] 


Mark the following statements true or false. 


: There are some nations to which God will not give 
grace. 


. _____ Jesus paid the penalty for our sins. 

_____ Jesus washes our sins away with His blood. 

. ____ Jesus was separated from the Father on the cross. 
. ____ All men will be saved no matter what they do. 


Repentance means feeling sorry for our sins, but we 
do not need to change the way we live. 


, Confessing that Jesus is the Son of God precedes 
salvation. 


: Baptism has nothing to do with salvation. 


’ Salvation occurs after one has believed and been 
baptized. 
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Lesson Five 


WATER BAPTISM 


though none of us 

deserves salvation, God 
wants all of us to be saved (2 
Peter 3:9). None of us could 
ever do enough good deeds to 
earn salvation, but in order to 
have our sins forgiven, we 
must meet the conditions God 
has set forth. 

These include faith in 
Him, repenting of our sins, 
confessing that Jesus is the 
Son of God, and being buried 
with Christ in baptism. At 
that moment the blood of Je- 
sus washes away our sins. 

Most religious groups will 
agree with all of the other con- 
ditions (faith, repentance, con- 
fession), but many will deny 
that baptism has anything to 
do with salvation. This lesson 
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will demonstrate that baptism 
is essential to salvation, and 
why. 

By now it is clear that sal- 
vation is a process that begins 
with hearing the Word of God, 
which produces faith. But af 
what point is a person cleans- 
ed from his sins? Some teach 
that God saves a person the 
moment he believes; others 
think salvation comes at the 
point of repentance or con- 
fessing the Deity of Jesus. 
What people (even good and 
sincere people) think and say 
does not matter. What does 
the Bible teach? 

As we saw in Lesson #4, 
Peter taught the people to be 
baptized for the forgiveness of 
their sins. It is in the act of bap- 


tism that the process of salva- 
tion is completed (initially). 

Consider the man called 
Saul (who later became the 
apostle Paul) who persecuted 
the church. Having persecut- 
ed Christians in Jerusalem, he 
was on his way to Damascus 
to stir up trouble there, also. 
On the way he was struck 
blind, and Jesus talked to him 
from heaven. Paul now knew 
that the Jesus he had been 
persecuting was the Son of 
God (Acts 9:4-6). 

But was he saved yet? 


Saul was so repentant 
that he neither ate nor drank 
for three days (Acts 9:9). He 
spent the time continually pray- 
ing (Acts 9:11). Did any of 
these things save him from 
his sins? No. He still had his 
sins when Ananias came to 
him. If anyone could be saved 
by fasting and prayer and being 
sorry for what he had done, 
Saul would have been. 

But Ananias spoke to him 
with these words: “And now 
why are you waiting? Arise 
and be baptized, and wash 





away your sins, calling on 
the name of the Lord” (Acts 
22:16). 

Saul’s sins could be 
washed away only when he 
was baptized, thus completing 
the salvation process. 

Jesus likened this process 
to physical birth. When a ba- 
by is conceived in the mother’s 
womb, the child needs time to 
grow, develop, and be able to 
survive once it is born. After 
the child is born, he is taught 
the important matters of life. 

When the Word of God 
(called “the seed” in Luke 
8:11) is planted within one’s 


heart, it takes time for him to | 


understand it and decide to 
obey it. When one is baptized, 
he is born again (a spiritual 
birth). Jesus taught these 
truths to a man called Nico- 
demus. Jesus told him, “Most 
assuredly, | say to you, unless 
one is born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God” (John 3:5). 
Baptism is the last step in 
the “new birth” process. The 
jailer in Philippi was taught the 
Word of God some time after 
midnight (Acts 16:25). When 
he asked what to do to be 
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saved, Saul (who was now the 
apostle Paul) answered him: 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and you will be saved, 
you and your household. Then 
they spoke the word of the Lord 
to him and to all who were in 
his house. And he took them 
the same hour of the night and 
washed their stripes. And im- 
mediately he and all his family 
were baptized. Now when he 
had brought them into his 
house, he set food before them; 
and he rejoiced, having be- 
lieved in God with all his 
household” (Acts 16:31-34). 


Notice that hearing the 
Word of God was so important 
that the jailer awakened his 
family to hear what Paul had 
to say. The message Paul 
preached to these people 
must have included baptism. 
Furthermore, they must have 
regarded baptism as essential 
to salvation, or they would 
not have been baptized at 
such an unusual hour. No- 
tice that they all rejoiced after 
they were baptized, “having 
believed in God.” 


Next we want to consider 
the Ethiopian eunuch. 


“Then Philip opened his 


mouth, and beginning at this 
same Scripture, preached 
Jesus to him. Now as they 
went down the road, they came 
to some water. And the eunuch 
said, See, here is water. What 
hinders me from being bap- 
tized?" (Acts 8:35,36). 

Notice that if Jesus is 
preached properly, baptism is 
taught. There is no other rea- 
son why anyone would want 
to be baptized when Jesus is 
preached — unless to “preach 
Christ” means to tell someone 
how to have his sins forgiven, 
which includes baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins. 

Let the Bible explain this 
further. We know that those 
who do not obey the gospel will 
be lost (2 Thessalonians 1:8). 
But what does it mean to “obey 
the gospel”? |f the gospel is the 
death of Christ on the cross for 
our sins, His burial, and His res- 
urrection (1 Corinthians 15:1- 
4), how can we obey that? We 
obey a “form” of that doctrine or 
teaching (Romans 6:17,18). 
We die to sin; we are buried 
with Jesus in baptism into His 
death; and we arise to walk in 
“newness of life” (Romans 6:3- 
7). This is how a person “obeys 
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the gospel” in baptism. 

Many religious groups 
substitute “sprinkling” for bap- 
tism, but a burial requires 
that a person be completely 
covered. Remember the Ethi- 
opian eunuch who wanted to 
be baptized? Here is the way 
it was done: 

“So he commanded the chari- 
ot to stand still. And both 
Philip and the eunuch went 
down into the water, and he 
baptized him. Now when they 
came up out of the water, the 
Spirit of the Lord caught Philip 
away, So that the eunuch saw 
him no more, and he went on his 
way rejoicing” (Acts 8:38,39). 


Baptism, then, is only for 
those who have believed in 
Christ, have repented of their 
sins, and confessed the name 
of Jesus as the Son of God. It 
is by immersion (being com- 
pletely covered by the water) 
and for the forgiveness of 
sins. It is the picture of Jesus’ 
burial and resurrection, the final 
step in being born again. Any- 
one who has not yet been bap- 
tized for the forgiveness of sins 
needs to give serious thought 
to this part of the salvation 
process. 
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Lesson 5 Questions 


Fill in the blanks with the proper answer. 


Baptism is a 

Peter taught people to be baptized the forgive- 
ness of sins. 

When Saul (Paul) was baptized, his were 
washed away. 

The Word of God is the planted in human 


hearts. 


The Ethiopian eunuch, after hearing Jesus preached to 
him, asked, “What hinders me from being ?” 


The gospel (in its narrowest definition) is the death of 
Jesus for our , His , and His 


Repentance (dying to sin) and baptism are that 
of doctrine (Romans 6:17,18). 


After being baptized, we are raised to walk in 
of life. 


Both Philip and the eunuch went “down into” and “up out 
of’ the 


Baptism is the of the death, burial, and res- 
urrection of Jesus. 
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Mark the following statements true or false. 


1. The blood of Jesus washes away sins at the moment 
we are baptized. 

2. Baptism is not essential to salvation. 

3. Saul (Paul) was saved on the road to Damascus. 

4. Saul (Paul) was saved because of his prayer and 
repentance. 

5. The final step in the “new birth” process is baptism. 

6. The Philippian jailer and his family rejoiced in their 
salvation after they were baptized. 

7. The person who does not obey the gospel will be 
lost. 

8. Sprinkling is the same thing as baptism. 

9. In Bible baptism a person is completely covered by 
water. 

See Page 26 for these answers: 

10. The first person to receive sprinkling as a substitute 
for immersion was Novatian in 250 A.D. 

11. “Sprinkling” and “pouring” as baptism are based only 
on human traditions. 

12. Traditions can make our worship to God useless. 
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Lesson Six 


THE CHURCH 


hen a person is baptized 

for the forgiveness of his 
sins, he is washed, sanctified, 
and justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus (1 Corinthians 6: 
11). Every sin that a person 
has ever committed is washed 
away by the blood of Jesus 
(Revelation 1:5). He also has 
become a child of God be- 
cause of his faith and obedi- 
ence to the gospel. 

“For you are all sons of God 
through faith in Christ Jesus. 
For as many of you as were 
haptized into Christ have put 
on Christ” (Galatians 3:26,27). 

A Christian is a “new cre- 

ation; old things have passed 
away; behold, all things have 
become new” (2 Corinthians 
5:17). Remember, the Chris- 
tian died to sin (old things have 
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passed away); the sinful man 
has been put to death and has 
been born again (John 3:1-7). 
“Therefore we were buried 
with Him through baptism into 
death, that just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, even so we 
also should walk in newness of 
life” (Romans 6:4). 


The question most fre- 
quently asked at this point is, 
“But what happens if | sin now? 
Must | be baptized again?” The 
answer is that a person must 
repent of any sin which he 
commits and confess it to 
God Who is “faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unright- 
eousness” (1 John 1:9). We 
do have the important respon- 
sibility to make sure that we 


are trying our best to obey God 
in all things. 

“But if we walk in the light as 
fle is in the light, we have fel- 
lowship with one another, and 
the blood of Jesus Christ His 
Son cleanses us from all sin” (1 
John 1:7). 

In other words, once we 
come in contact with the blood 
of Jesus (in baptism), His 
blood continues to cleanse as 
we make every effort to please 
God — to walk according to 
His truths in loving obedience. 

Another blessing is that at 
the time of baptism, the Lord 
adds the saved person to the 
church (Acts 2:47). 

What is the church? It is 
NOT a man-made organiza- 
tion. The Bible portrays it as 
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the body of Christ. Jesus died 
to pay the purchase price of 
this body of redeemed people: 
He “purchased it with His own 
blood” (Acts 20:28). It is so 
precious to Him that He nour- 
ishes it and cherishes it (Ephe- 
sians 5:29). 

The book of Ephesians 
discusses the church and its 
relationship to Jesus. Paul 
writes that God “put all things 
under His feet, and gave Him 
to be head over all things to the 
church, which is His body...” 
(Ephesians 1:22,23). He also 
writes that Jesus is “the head 
of the church” and “the Savior 
of the body” (Ephesians 5:23). 
Paul then mentions several 
other things about Christ and 
the church: 

“Husbands, love your wives, 
just as Christ also loved the 

church and gave Himself for it, 
that He might sanctify and 
cleanse it with the washing of 
water by the word, that He 
might present it to Himself a 
glorious church, not having any 
spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing, but that it should be holy 
and without blemish” (Ephe- 
sians 5:25-27). 


It is easy to see that Jesus 


not only loved us enough to 
die on the cross for our sins; 
but He also wants us to grow 
and mature as Christians. It is, 
likewise, easy to see how 
many churches there are: 
there is one head and one 
body (church). Paul states 
that very truth in Ephesians 
4:4. "There is one body and 
one Spirit, just as you were 
called in one hope of your call- 
ing.” This description makes 
perfect sense; after all, as 
human beings, each of us has 
one head and one body. 
Jesus is head over the 
entire church. In the New 
Testament the word “church” 
is used in two senses: it is 
used in the sense of the entire 
body of believers (as we saw it 
in the book of Ephesians); and 
it also refers (most of the time) 
to a local congregation of 
God's people, such as ‘the 
church of the Thessalonians” 
(1 Thessalonians 1:1). All indi- 
vidual congregations of God’s 
people make up the church as 
a whole, but each congrega- 
tion is Christ's church in one 
particular geographical area. 
How many different kinds 
of churches are there? The 
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Bible speaks of only one. 
Remember, Ephesians 4:4 
says that there is “one body”. 
In any area today, however, one 
will find a number of churches 
— all with different names. 
These religious groups did not 
come from the Bible. Some 
man (or group of men) started 
them. The Lord is head over 
just one body. Paul wrote: 
“For by one Spirit we were 
all baptized into one body — 
whether Jews or Greeks, 
whether slaves or free — and 
have all been made to drink 
into one Spirit” (1 Corinthians 
12:13). 

When we were baptized 
for the remission of our sins 
and the Lord added us to the 
church, we probably brought 
with us many ideas and prac- 
tices that are false. We must 
learn the truths that are taught 
in the Bible, and our goal must 
be to “be perfectly joined 
together in the same mind and 
in the same judgment” (1 
Corinthians 1:10). 

When Christians began to 
divide themselves into sepa- 
rate groups in Corinth, Paul 
accused them of being carnal 
(fleshly) rather than spiritual. 


“For when one says, | am of 
Paul, and another, | am of 
Apollos, are you not carnal?” 
(1 Corinthians 3:4). 

Those who are saved by 
the blood of Christ are all in one 
body — His body. Unity is what 
Jesus prayed for (John 17: 
20,21), and it is what all true 
believers want. We have not 
been placed in separate spiritu- 
al bodies that hold conflicting 
views; there is one body, one 
church. Even Jews and Gen- 
tiles (who hated one another) 
are now members of one body. 
Consider the following text: 


“Therefore remember that 
you, once Gentiles in the flesh 
— who are called Uncircum- 
cision by what is called the 
Circumcision made in the flesh 
by hands — that at that time 
you were without Christ, being 
aliens from the commonwealth 
of Israel and strangers from 
the covenants of promise, hav- 
ing no hope and without God 
in the world. 


“But now in Christ Jesus you 
who once were far off have 
been made near by the blood of 
Christ. For He Himself is our 
peace, who has made both one, 
and has broken down the mid- 
dle wall of division between 
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us” (Ephesians 2:1 1-14). 

Now all people every- 
where (rich or poor, black or 
white, male or female) can be 
united in the church (Gala- 
tians 3:27,28). Paul goes on to 
say that the church was a mys- 
tery which was hidden in ages 
past but now is made known to 
all (Ephesians 3:1-7). 

What a privilege to be part 
of the church of Christ, a spiri- 
tual kingdom prepared from 
the foundation of the world 
(Ephesians 1:4)! 

“Behold what manner of love 
the Father has bestowed on us, 
that we should be called the 
children of God!” (1 John 3:1). 

We have several respon- 
sibilities in return. 

First of all, having been 
cleansed of sins, we must do 
everything we can to keep our- 
selves pure (1 John 3:3). 
Second, having been born 
again, we must grow spiritual- 
ly (1 Peter 2:2). During that 
process we will learn that the 
whole body (the church) is 

“joined and knit together by 
what every joint supplies, ac- 
cording to the effective working 
by which every part does its 
Share...” (Ephesians 4:16). 
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If you have already obeyed the gospel, you are blessed 
indeed to be part of the church. In the last two lessons, we will 
discuss worship and the Christian walk. 

Lesson 6 Questions 

Fill in the blanks with the proper answer. 
1. The Christian confesses his sins to 
2. | Wecome in contact with the blood of Christ in 
3. The church is the of Christ. 

4. | Jesus nourishes and cherishes the 
5. | The word “church” sometimes refers to the 
body of believers, and sometimes it refers to the 


congregation. 


6. “For by one we were all baptized into one 


” 


7. Christians should be “perfectly joined together in the 
mind and in the judgment.” 


8. | When Christians are divided, it is a sign that they are 
9. As Gentiles we were without ; we had no 


10. We must keep ourselves , grow 
and be sure that in the church we are a part that does its 


39 


11. The church was prepared from the of the 
world. 


Mark the following statements true or false. 


1.___~‘There are some sins that the blood of Jesus cannot 
cleanse. 

2._____ Through baptism we put on Christ. 

3.____ When a Christian sins, he must be baptized again. 

4.______ The Lord adds a saved person to a man-made 


denomination. 


5. The church has one head and several bodies. 

6. There is only one church, with Jesus being its one 
head. 

7. Jesus has broken down the middle wall of division 


between us and made both Jew and Gentile one. 


8. Ail men and women of all races can be one in the 
church. 
9. Being a Christian is a great privilege involving great 


responsibilities. 
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ORIGIN OF SOME DENOMINATIONS 





Name Founder Place Date 
Roman Catholic Constantine Rome 4th Cent. 
Lutheran Church Martin Luther Augsburg, Germany 1530 
Presbyterian Church John Calvin Switzerland 1535 
Anglican Church King Henry VIII England 1535 
Baptist Church John Smyth London, England 1607 
Methodist Church John Wesley London, England 1729 
Evangelical Church Jacob Albright Pennsylvania, U.S.A. 1803 
Morman Church Jacob Smith, Jr. New York, U.S.A. 1830 
Seventh Day Adventist Wm. Miller & Ellen G. White Massachusetts, U.S.A. 1831 
New Apostolic Church Pruess Hamburg, Germany 1862 
Jehovah's Witnesses Charlies Russell Pennsylvania, U.S.A. 1874 
Pentecostal Holiness Group South Carolina, U.S.A. 1898 
Aglipayan Church Gregorio Aglipay Philippines 1902 
Iglesia Ni Cristo 1914 Felix Manalo Manila, Philippines 1914 
Assembly of God Group Arkansas, U.S.A. 1914 
United Church of 

Christ in the 

Philippines Sobrena Philippines 1948 


Jesus said: “Every plant which my heavenly Father planted not, shall be rooted up” (Matthew 15:13). 
The Psalmist wrote: “Except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that build it...” (Psalm 127:1). 
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Lesson Seven 


TRUE WORSHIP 


Christian enjoys a spe- 

cial relationship with 
God. Having been added to 
the body of Christ at baptism, 
each member becomes part of 
a large family — the church. 

Everyone who has obey- 
ed the gospel is part of that 
Spiritual family for which Christ 
died. As individuals, each of 
us can worship God when we 
are alone, all by ourselves. 
We can also worship Him 
together as a family at home. 
We are free to sing praises 
and offer up prayers to Him 
any time of the day, any day of 
the week. It is not necessary 
to go to God through a priest 
or other designated and 
ordained person. We can 
freely worship any time, any 
place. 


But God has set aside the 
first day of the week (Sunday) 
as the time for the church to 
meet. In fact, it was the first 
day of the week when 3,000 
souls were baptized for the 
forgiveness of their sins (Acts 
2:38-41) and were added to 
the church (Acts 2:47). 

From that day nearly two 
thousand years ago until now, 
Christians have met upon the 
first day of the week to wor- 
ship God: to remember Jesus’ 
death on the cross for our 
sins, to study God's word, to 
pray, to give part of our money 
or goods back to God, and to 
sing. We will discuss each of 
these after a look at the nature 
of true worship. Consider 
carefully the Scriptures quoted 
below. 


The Nature of True Worship 

“Now therefore, fear the 
Lord, serve Him in sincerity 
and in truth, and put away the 
gods which your fathers served 
on the other side of the River 
and in Egypt. Serve the Lord” 
(Joshua 24:14). 

“Only fear the Lord, and 
serve Him in truth with all 
your heart; for consider what 
great things He has done for 
you" (1 Samuel 12:24). 

“But the hour is coming, and 
now is, when the true 
worshippers will 
worship the 
Father in spirit 
and truth; for 
the Father is 
seeking such 
to worship 
Him. God is 
Spirit, and those 
who worship Him 
must worship in spirit and 
truth” (John 4:23,24). 

“And whatever you do in 
word or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father 
through Him (Colossians 3:17). 

The first three Bible pas- 

sages quoted above are all 
very similar to each other. All 
three used the word fruth. 
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Worship, if it is to be correct, 
must be according to truth. 
We must do those things (and 
only those things) that God 
has commanded. 

The fourth verse cited 
also makes this point. What- 
ever we do in deed (including 
worship) and whatever we do 
in word (teach) must be in the 
name of Jesus, which means 
by His authority. 

If God does not authorize 
the worship we give Him, then 
it is not true worship. Genuine 
worship must also be 

“with all your 
heart” or “in 
sincerity” or 

“In spirit’. Wor- 

ship that is 
without love can- 
not be offered to 
Almighty God. He would be 
insulted just as He was by 
those of old who offered Him 
their worship but said, “Oh, 
what a weariness” (Malachi 
113), 

The Lord’s Supper 

When the church was 

established in the first century, 


the disciples met on the first 
day of the week to break 


bread (Acts 20:7; 2:42). That 
phrase refers to the Lord’s 
Supper, a memorial to what 
Jesus did for us on the cross. 

Paul reminded the Corin- 
thians of its purpose. ‘For / 
received from the Lord that 
which | also delivered to you: 
that the Lord Jesus on the 
same night in which He was 
betrayed took bread; and 
when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and said, Take, 
eat; this is My body which is 
broken for you; do this in 
remembrance of Me. 

‘In the same manner He 
also took the cup after supper, 
saying, This cup is the new 
covenant in My blood. This do, 
as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me. For as 
often as you eat this bread and 
drink this cup, you proclaim the 
Lord’s death till He comes” (1 
Corinthians 11:23-26). 

The unleavened bread 
used in this remembrance rep- 
resents the body of our Savior 
who was crucified for our sins. 
The fruit of the vine repre- 
sents the blood that was shed 
for us. Each first day of the 
week (Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 
11:23-33) we gather together 


around His table to remember 
the sacrifice of Jesus. 
Giving 
“For you know the grace of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though He was rich, yet for 
your sakes He became poor, 
that you through His poverty 
might become rich (2 Corin- 
thians 8:9). 

God loves “a cheerful 
giver’ (2 Corinthians 9:7), and 
one of our privileges as 
Christians is to give back to 
God some of what He has 
blessed us with. Paul com- 
manded brethren to give on 
the first day of the week as 
they had been prospered (1 
Corinthians 16:1,2). 

Continuing in 

the Apostles’ Doctrine 

When the three thousand 
were baptized on the day of 
Pentecost, they knew their 
sins were forgiven, but they 
needed to learn the teachings 
of the new kingdom. There- 
fore, the apostles taught them 
the things that had been 
revealed to them by the Holy 
Spirit (Acts 2:42). Whether 
they spoke or wrote through 
inspiration, their words were 
Truth, the Word of God (1 


Thessalonians 2:13). Like the 
Bereans, we should search 
the Scriptures daily (Acts 
17:11) to make sure that we 
are being taught the Truth. 
We also need to study God's 
Word so that we may grow 
Spiritually (1 Peter 2:2). 


Prayer 

Paul says that we are to 
‘pray without ceasing” (1 
Thessalonians 5:17). Each 
Christian should approach the 
Father through Jesus many 
times every day (as well as in 
the assembly on the first day 
of the week); God must con- 
tinually be in our thoughts and 
in our hearts. We thank Him 
for His greatness and His gra- 
cious salvation, knowing from 
His word how much He loves 
us. We may also make re- 
quests of God, but they should 
not be for purely selfish things 
(James 4:3). 

“Be anxious for nothing, but 
in everything by prayer and sup- 
plication, with thanksgiving, let 
your requests be made known to 
God; and the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understand- 
ing, will guard your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus” 
(Philippians 4:6,7). 
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Singing 
Christians also have the 
responsibility to speak to one 
another 
“in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody in our hearts to 
the Lord” (Colossians 3:16). 
The New Testament au- 
thorizes us to sing to God and 
one another; it never tells us 
to use instruments of music to 
accompany that singing. Re- 
member, we are to do only 
that which Jesus authorizes 
(Colossians 3:17). There is no 
record where either He or His 
disciples ever sang spiritual 
songs with musical accompa- 
niment. 


The Sin of Jeroboam 


A man named Jeroboam 
changed the way God said to 
worship (1 Kings 12:25-33). 
This decision caused him and 
the people to sin “a great sin” 
(2 Kings 17:21). By his exam- 
ple we see that no one has the 
right to add to what God has 
commanded for worship; no 
one has the right to take any- 
thing away, either. We must 
be content to worship as God 
has commanded us. 


God Hates Idolatry 


“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, 
who hold the truth in unrighteousness; because that 
which may be known of God is manifest in them; for 
God hath showed it unto them. 


“For the invisible things of Him from the creation of 
the world are clearly seen, being understood by the 
things that are made, even His eternal power and 
Godhead; so that they are without excuse: 


“Because that, when they knew God, they glorified 
Him not as God, neither were thankful; but became 
vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was 
darkened. 


“Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 
and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an 
image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and 
four-footed beasts, and creeping things. 

“Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness 
through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their 
own bodies between themselves: Who changed the 
truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the 
creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. 
Amen” 


(Romans 1:18-25) 
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lesson 7 Questions 


Fill in the blanks with the proper answer. 


The day of the (Sunday) is the time 
Christians are to meet to offer up their to God. 
The bread represents the of Jesus which was 


given on the cross; the cup (the fruit of the vine) repre- 
sents His 


Paul commanded Christians to give on the day 
of the week as we have been 


The apostles spoke through the 
of the Holy Spirit. 


We should the Scriptures to 
make sure that we are being taught the 


Christians are taught to pray without 


our requests should not be for purely things. 

Christians should speak to each other in and 
and songs. 

A king named changed the way God 

said to worship. In doing so the nation committed a 
sin. No one has the right to to or 

take God's rules for worship. 
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Mark the following statements true or false. 


, Since we can worship God as individuals, it is not 
ever necessary to meet with the church. 


: Truth is not an important part of worship; sincerity is 
all that is needed. 


; To “break bread” may refer to the Lord's Supper. 


; Christians should observe the Lord’s Supper once a 
month. 


God does not expect His children to enjoy giving. 


Studying the word of God will cause us to grow spir- 
itually. 


: God does not want to hear our requests. 


: The New Testament never authorizes us to use musi- 
cal instruments to accompany our singing. 


; Christians do not need authority for what they teach 
or practice. 
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Lesson Eight 


NEW LIFE IN CHRIST 


Christian is one who has 
died to sin (repentance), 
been buried with Jesus in bap- 
tism, and raised to walk in 
newness of life (Romans 6:4): 


he has been “born again” 


(John 3:5). Since we have 
died to sin, we must reckon 
ourselves “to be dead indeed 
unto sin, but alive to God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Ro- 
mans 6:11). Will sin no longer 
be a problem? 


“Therefore do not let sin 
reign in your mortal body, that 
you Should obey it in its lusts. 
And do not present your mem- 
bers as instruments of unright- 
eousness to sin, but present 
yourselves to God as being 
alive from the dead, and your 
members as instruments of 
righteousness to God" (Ro- 
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mans 6:12,13). 

We have been “crucified 
with Christ” (Galatians 2:20). 
We have put to death the old 
man of sin; our new life must 
be different from our old one. 
There are many changes that 
we must make. We are to be 
holy — because God is holy (1 
Peter 1:14-16). God has not 
called us to uncleanness, but to 
holiness (1 Thessalonians 4:7). 


Because of our repen- 
tance, God washed away our 
sins when we were baptized 
(Acts 22:16); we were added 
to the body of Christ, the 
church (Acts 2:47). God has 
promised, based on our faith 
and obedience, to forgive us 
of our sins (Acts 2:38) and to 
give us eternal life (Hebrews 


5:9). We have faith in His 
promise (Colossians 2:12). 

“Therefore, having these 
promises, beloved, let us 
cleanse ourselves from all 
filthiness of the flesh and spir- 
it, perfecting holiness in the 
fear of God” (2 Corinthians 
WL’, 


Paul compares’ the 
Christian life to one who is 
changing clothes (Co- 
lossians 3:1-17). 
Imagine the worker 
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who has spent all day laboring 
in the fields. His hands are full 
of dirt, and his body is covered 
with sweat (sin makes us spir- 
itually filthy). He comes home 
and removes the dirty clothes. 
Then he washes away the 
sweat and grime with soap 
and water and puts on clean 
clothes. When we repent of 
our sins and are baptized, we 

remove the old clothes 
and are washed in the 
blood of Christ. 
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Would we want, again, to 
put on those old garments that 
are still dirty and sweaty? Of 
course not. We want to wear 
the fresh, clean clothes of 
righteousness. We want to be 
the holy people God has 
made us (1 Peter 2:9). Fol- 
lowing are verses in which 
Paul makes this comparison: 


“If then you were raised with 
Christ, seek those things which 
are above, where Christ is, sit- 
ting at the right hand of God. 
Set your affections on things 
above, not on things on the 
earth. For you died, and your 
life is hid with Christ in God” 
(Colossians 3:1-3). 

Even our thinking must be 
changed (2 Corinthians 10:5). 
We must become more con- 
cerned about heavenly (spiri- 
tual) matters than the things 
of an earthly nature. We must 
put to death those ideas that 
would lead us back into sin: 
“fornication, uncleanness, 
passion, evil desire, and cov- 
etousness, which is idolatry” 
(Colossians 3:5). 


Paul next talks about 
those things which, like dirty 
clothes, we must remove. 
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“But now you must also put 
off all these: anger, wrath, 
malice, blasphemy, filthy lan- 
guage out of your mouth. Do 
not lie to one another, since 
you have put off the old man 
with his deeds, and have put on 
the new man who is renewed in 
knowledge according to the 
image of Him who created 
him” (Colossians 3:8-10). 


The list of things in verse 
5 concerns problems of a sex- 
ual nature; those listed in 
verses 8-10 concern attitude 
and speech. When we be- 
come Christians, we make 
changes in our lives. The way 
that we think changes. Life is 
viewed in light of eternity, not 
just in terms of daily living. 
Those things that are most 
important now relate to Jesus 
and His church. We know that 
Jesus is coming back for His 
people (alive or dead) to take 
them to heaven. Jesus is our 
life (Colossians 3:4). Until the 
time He returns (2 Thessa- 
lonians 1:7-9), we must de- 
vote ourselves to Him. 

Our attitudes must be dif- 
ferent from the sinful ones we 
once had. We must control 
anger rather than expressing it 


for all to see. We must watch 
what we say: a filthy mouth 
should not be found in a 
cleansed soul. Our tongues 
should not be used for corrupt 
speech or to deceive people. 
Certainly people devoted to 
Truth cannot tell lies. 

But Christianity is more 
than just putting off the old 
thoughts, attitudes, and ac- 
tions. We must put on the 
new clothes that God wants us 
to wear. 

“Therefore, as the elect of 
God, holy and beloved, put on 
tender mercies, kindness, hum- 
bleness of mind, meekness, 
longsuffering; bearing with 
one another, if anyone has a 
complaint against another; 
even as Christ forgave you, so 
you must also do. 

“But above all these things 
put on love, which is the bond 
of perfection. And let the peace 
of God rule in your hearts, to 
which also you were called in 
one body, and be thankful” 
(Colossians 3:12-15). 


Changing oneself is not 
easy. Pride must be changed 
into humbleness of mind; 
anger must be changed into 
kindness, longsuffering, bear- 
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ing with one another, and for- 
giveness. Selfishness must 
be changed into love. Becom- 
ing a Christian means becom- 
ing a new person — not only 
in relationship to God, but to 
other people, also. We are to 
conform ourselves to the 
image of Christ (Romans 
8:29). Even if we must suffer 
for righteousness’ sake, we 
are to follow His example (1 
Peter 2:21-24). 

The new life also brings a 
freshness to all earthly relation- 
ships. It means we will be bet- 
ter husbands and wives (Colos- 
sians 3:18-21; Ephesians 5:22, 
23). We will be better servants 
(workers) and masters (Colos- 
sians 3:22; 4:1). We will be bet- 
ter citizens (1 Peter 2:13-17). 

How glorious it is to be a 
Christian, a new person with 
better earthly relationships! 
The greatest blessing of all is 
to be one of God's children 
walking in the light, rather than 
one of Satan’s walking in dark- 
ness. 

“Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation, 
old things have passed away; 
behold, all things have become 
new” (2 Corinthians 5:17). 


Obligations 


If you have been baptized 
into Christ for the forgiveness 
of your sins, you have many 
blessings and also many obli- 
gations or duties. The first 
one is to put God first in your 
life (Luke 14:26-33; Matthew 
22:37-39). The second one is 
to “work out your own Salva- 
tion with fear and trembling” 
(Philippians 2:12). 

Then you must “love your 
neighbor as yourself’ (Matthew 
22:39). You have obligations to 
your brethren in the church as 
well as to those who are not 
Christians. All brethren are to 
“love one another” as Christ 
loved us (John 13:34,35; 1 
John 4:7,8). There are a num- 
ber of passages that speak of 
ways to help each other, such 
as of teaching, admonishing, 
encouraging and serving one 
another (Ephesians 5:19; He- 
brews 3:13; Galatians 5:13, and 
many others). 

What about those who are 
not Christians? How should 
we treat them? 

“Walk in wisdom toward 

those who are outside, redeem- 
ing the time. Let your speech 


53 


always be with grace, sea- 
soned with salt, that you may 
know how you ought to answer 
each one” (Colossians 4:5,6). 


Paul said that he was 
debtor to all men; he owed 
them the gospel (Romans 
1:14); so do you if you are a 
Christian. Most of all, in deal- 
ing with those who are not 
believers in Christ, we must 
remember that we are in the 
world as individual represen- 
tatives of our Lord. We must 
live in such a way that others 
see a true picture of Him. 

If you have not yet obeyed 
the gospel, please consider 
carefully that your sins have 
earned you eternal damnation, 
but God wants you to have 
eternal life (Romans 6:23). 

Contact someone in the 
churches of Christ and ask 
him to baptize you for the for- 
giveness of your sins (Acts 
2:38). You will then be a part 
of the church you can read 
about in the Bible, a part of the 
church for which Christ died. 
As you grow in the faith and 
walk the Christian walk, God 
will richly bless you. 
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Lesson 8 Questions 


Fill in the blanks with the proper answer. 


Even though a person becomes a Christian, there is still 
a problem of to overcome. We must remember 
that we are to sin and to God. 





Being a Christian means taking off one’s 
clothes and putting on ones. 


The Christian should set his affection on things 
, not on things on the 


When we become Christians, we make in 
our lives. 

A mouth should not be in a 

soul. 


must be changed into kindness; and 
must be changed into love. 


We are to ourselves into the image of Christ. 


We are instructed to out our own salvation with 
and trembling. 


God must be put in our lives, and we must 
Our neighbors as ourselves. 
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Mark the following statements true or false. 


1: We must be holy because God is holy and has called 
us to holiness. 


2. God has promised eternal life to those who are faith- 
ful and obey Him. 


KE Fornication and other sexually-related sins must be 
put away. 
4. It is all right for Christians to become angry and lie 


once in a while. 


5. A Christian changes the way he thinks, his attitudes, 
the way he speaks, and the way he behaves. 

6. Jesus will return some day to take His people to 
heaven. 

7. Being Christians will make us better husbands, 


wives, workers, and citizens. 


8. Christians have no obligations to those who are not 
Christians. 
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